CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 

Apparatus for notifying a called-but-busy party of an 
incoming telepP^ne call attempt over a telephone line while the called-but- 
busy party is atcessing the Internet over the same telephone line, 
comprising: 

an lnteiN;jet communication module; and 
a message formatter; 

wherein saud Internet communication module is adapted to 
cause said message formatter to send a notification message to said 
called-but-busy party upon rebuest from a remote telephone user. 



2. Tfte apparatus for notifying a called-but-busy party of an 
incorhing telephone\call attempt over a telephone line while the called-but- 
busy party is accessing the Internet over the same telephone line 
according to claim 1] wherein: 

said remote telephone user is a central office. 



3. Thelapparatus for notifying a called-but-busy party of an 
incoming telephone call attempt over a telephone line while the called-but- 
busy party is accessing the Internet over the same telephone line 
according to claim 1 , v/herein: 

said remote telephone user is a party trying to establish a 
telephone call with said called-but-busy party. 
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4. Th 

incoming telephone 



according to claim 1 
a call 
where 



apparatus for notifying a called-but-busy party of an 
call attempt over a telephone line while the called-but- 



busy party is accessing the Internet over the same telephone line 



, further comprising: 
related information receiver; 

n call related information regarding a calling party is 



included with said nkification message. 

5. The apparatus for notifying a called-but-busy party of an 
incoming telephone call attempt over a telephone line while the called-but- 
busy party is acce 
according to claim 1 , 



ssing the Internet over the same telephone line 
wherein: 



said call related information receiver is a Caller ID receiver. 



15 6. The apparatus for notifying a called-but-busy party of an 

incoming telephone call attempt over a telephone line while the called-but- 
busy party is accessing the Internet over the same telephone line 
according to claim 1, further comprising: 

said notification message is a textual message. 

20 

7. The apparatus for notifying a called-but-busy party of an 
incoming telephone call attempt over a telephone line while the called-but- 
busy party is accessing the Internet over the same telephone line 
according to claim 6, wheltein: 
25 said textual message is an e-mail message. 
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8. The apparatus for notifying a called-but-busy party of an 
incoming telephone call attempt over a telephone line while the called-but- 
busy party is accessing the Internet over the same telephone line 
according to claim 1 , further comprising: 

said notification message includes an audibly playable data 

file. 

9. The apparatus for notifying a called-but-busy party of an 



incoming telephone call i 
busy party is accessin 



^ttempt over a telephone line while the called-but- 
the Internet over the same telephone line 
according to claim 1, wherein: 

said audibM playable data file automatically plays when 
received on a computer terminal of said called-but-busy party. 



15 10. The apparatus for notifying a called-but-busy party of an 

incoming telephone call attempt over a telephone line while the called-but- 
busy party is accessing the Internet over the same telephone line 
according to claim 1, further comprising: 

a data signal djetector adapted to detect likely Internet usage 

20 of said called-but-busy part^ 
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1 1 . The apparatus for notifying a called-but-busy party of an 
incoming telephone call attempt over a telephone line while the called-but- 
busy party is accessing the Internet over the same telephone line 
according to claim 10, whereir 

said notificatiori message includes information regarding 
likely Internet usage of said ca\led-but-busy party. 
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A method for notifying an Internet user of a telephone 
Tine that a calling p^rty is attempting to connect with said Internet user, 
comprising: 

uniquely idenflf^ng an Internet user via a telephone call; and 
i notifying said uniquely identified user that said calling party 

is attempting to call said Internet useisover said telephone line. 
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The method for notifying an Internet user of a telephone 
line that a calling party ia attempting to connect with said Internet user 
according to claim 12, furthW comprising: 

receiving a notification request from said calling party. 
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14. The method for notifying an Internet user of a telephone 
line that a calling party is attempting to connect with said Internet user 
according to claim 12, further qpmprising: 

receiving a notification request from a central office. 



15. The method for notifying an Internet user of a telephone 
line that a calling party is attembting to connect with said Internet user 
20 according to claim 12, further conrJprising: 

determining at a central office a likelihood that said Internet 
user is connected with said Internei 



16. The method for notifying an Internet user of a telephone 
25 line that a calling party is attempting to connect with said Internet user 
according to claim 12, wherein: 

said notification is an e-n^ail message. 
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17. The method for notifying an Internet user of a telephone 
line that a calling party \is attempting to connect with said Internet user 
according to claim 12, wherein: 

said notificalion is an audibly playable message. 

^sT A method for notifying an Internet user of a telephone 
a calling party is attempting to connect with said Internet user, 
comprising: \ 

deternoining at a central office a likelihood that said Internet 
user is connected witn\said Internet; and 

notifying arj attempted calling party to said Internet user of 
said likelihood. \ 

ApparatusXfor notifying an Internet user of a 
telephone line that a calling paKty is attempting to connect with said 
Internet user, comprising: \ 

means for uniquely identifying an Internet user via a 
telephone call; and >y 

means for notifying said uniViely identified user that said 
calling party is attempting to call said InternW user over said telephone 
line. \ 

20. The abparatus for notifying an Internet user of a 
telephone line that a calljng party is attempting to connect with said 
Internet user according to aaim 19, further comprising: 

means for reci^iving a notification request from said calling 

party. 
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21. Trte apparatus for notifying an Internet user of a 
telephone line that a\ calling party is attempting to connect with said 
Internet user accordihguo claim 19, further comprising: 

meanjS fo\ receiving a notification request from a central 

office. 
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22. The apparatus for notifying an Internet user of a 
telephone line that a calling party is attempting to connect with said 
Internet user according to claim 19, further comprising: 

10 means for determining at a central office a likelihood that 

said Internet user is connedted with said Internet. 

23. The apfJjaratus for notifying an Internet user of a 
telephone line that a calling party is attempting to connect with said 

15 Internet user according to claiVn 19, wherein: 

said notification ^ an e-mail message. 

24. The apparatus for notifying an Internet user of a 
telephone line that a calling ©arty is attempting to connect with said 

20 Internet user according to claim 19, wherein: 

said notification is an audibly playable message. 

^2^ Apparatus for notifying an Internet user of a telephone 
line that a calling party is \ttempting to connect with said Internet user, 
comprising: 

means for deterri^jining at a central office a likelihood that 
said Internet user is connected with said Internet; and 

means for notifying\an attempted calling party to said 
Internet user of said likelihood. 




